
www.kygives.org

Getting Ready for 
#KYGives26



Getting Ready for #KYGives26 kygives.org

KY Gives Day Host



Getting Ready for #KYGives26 kygives.org

2026 Sponsors



Getting Ready for #KYGives26 kygives.org

2026 Sponsors



Getting Ready for #KYGives26 kygives.org

2026 Sponsors



Getting Ready for #KYGives26 kygives.org

Regional Partner



GiveGab / Bonterra — same platform

Your one-stop shop to register, build profiles, and process gifts

Dedicated support team available via email and chat (real people!)

Extensive online help center — searchable 24/7

 Contact: customersuccess@givegab.com

Tip: Look for the question mark in the bottom right corner of kygives.org to chat for instant help!
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Our Technology Partner: GiveGab / Bonterra



A statewide 24-hour online giving
event bringing Kentuckians together
to support local nonprofits.

Our Goal

Raise as much money as possible in 24 hours to empower
Kentucky charities.

 Note: While the site is open May 1–13, prizes and leaderboard
placement rely solely on ONLINE gifts made on May 12. 

24 Hours of Giving
 On May 12, from 12:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. ET, the entire state
unites for a day of generosity. 

Easy Online Donations
Supporters simply go online, search for participating nonprofits,
and make secure tax-deductible donations.

Connect with Causes
It's an opportunity for donors near and far to discover and
connect with the causes they care about most.

What is KY Gives Day?



$896K+
Raised

3,900+
Donors

277
Organizations
Raising Funds

Could 2026 be the year we hit $1 million? 
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Look What We Accomplished Together in 2025!



Mark Your Calendars
Key dates leading up to the big event

May

01

Donation Site Opens

Early giving begins

May

13

Site Closes

Last chance for donations before the
portal closes.

KY Gives Day
12:00 a.m. – 11:59 p.m. ET

Official Giving Day & Prize/Leaderboard
Eligibility

May

12

www.kygives.org

#KYGives26

11:59 p.m. ET



Search & Browse

Visit kygives.org and search by organization
name or cause category to find nonprofits.

Gift Basket

Add multiple organizations to your "gift
basket" and complete all donations in one

transaction.

Instant Receipt

Receive an automatic tax-deductible
receipt via email immediately after

donating.

Live Chat Support

Donors can get help directly within the donation form via the
blue chat bubble.

Donation Minimums

$5 via credit/debit card • $100 via ACH/bank transfer
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How KY Gives Day Works — For Donors



$5 Minimum

Credit / Debit Card

Platform Fee 3.5%

Processing 2.5% + $0.30
per transaction

Total per Transaction

6% + $0.30

$100 Minimum

ACH / Bank Transfer

Platform Fee 3.5%

Bank Fee (Flat) $3.00 per
transaction

Total per Transaction

3.5% + $3.00

Encourage major donors to use ACH/Bank
Transfer to significantly reduce fees on large
gifts.

Donors have the option to cover fees at
checkout so 100% of their intended gift goes
to your mission. 
Last year, 88% of donations had fees
covered.

Donation Fees Explained

Donors can now make a
gift through their Donor
Advised Funds (DAF) at
checkout.



GiveGab/Bonterra partners with Stripe — a PCI Level 1 payment
processor (the highest level of compliance available)

Donor payment information is never stored in the system —
securely passed directly to Stripe

Funds deposited directly to your bank account within 5–7 business
days

All participating organizations are verified as IRS and state-
recognized nonprofits

Note: Financial regulators may require additional verification steps — watch
for emails from our process manager and check your spam folder! 
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Security & Payment Processing



Live chat support available inside the donation form via the blue chat bubble

Immediate email receipt sent automatically after donation completion

Clear fee explanation at checkout; donors can choose to cover fees

Comprehensive help center articles available 24/7

Pro Tip:

If donors have trouble, encourage them to use the chat first — platform support can resolve most issues
in real time!
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Donor Support — Day Of



1

Register & Build

Register your organization and
complete your profile at

kygives.org.

2

Campaign

Run your own campaign: email
supporters, post on social
media, engage your board.

3

Share Your Link

Share your direct giving page
link widely to drive traffic to

your profile.

4

Track Real-Time

Access live reporting on
donations and donor data
throughout the giving day.

5

Receive Funds

Gifts processed securely by
Stripe; funds deposited in 5–7

business days.

Tip: The more you share your direct link, the more donations you'll receive. KNN markets statewide, but your direct outreach is key! 
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How KY Gives Day Works — For Nonprofits



Be a 501(c)(3) nonprofit operating in Kentucky

Be registered with the Kentucky Attorney General's Office to solicit funds (annual
requirement)

Have a valid checking account to receive ACH/bank deposits directly

Complete registration and profile setup on kygives.org
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Eligibility Requirements

Have a current KNN membership (or pay a $350 event registration fee)



Learn and utilize new digital fundraising tools and strategies

Re-engage and strengthen relationships with existing supporters

Engage volunteers in a new way — through marketing or peer-to-peer fundraising
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Benefits of Participating

Capitalize on statewide momentum and KNN's extensive marketing campaign

Reach new audiences collectively that you couldn't reach alone

Prize and match incentives motivate giving — donors' dollars go further

Leverage the giving day to reach other internal goals

Raise general awareness of your organization 
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1

Visit Site

Go to kygives.org to start the
process.

2

Click Register

Find and click the purple
"Register" button on the

homepage.

3

Find Your Org

Search for your organization.
Returning? Click "Participate".

New? Click "Add My
Organization".

4

Complete Survey

Fill out the required
registration survey questions.
This step cannot be skipped!

5

Confirmation

Watch for confirmation and
next steps on your new

dashboard.

How to Register



All organizations soliciting funds in KY must be registered with the KY Attorney General (annual
requirement)

You must submit your updated 990 each year to remain on the public list

This protects donors and ensures all organizations are legitimate and tax-deductible

This is NOT the same as registration with the Secretary of State

This is not just a KY Gives Day requirement - it’s the law.

Critical: You must appear on the active list by April 20, 2026 to participate. 
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KY Attorney General Registration - Required
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1

Visit List

Go to the KY Attorney
General's charitable

organizations list (link in FAQ).

2

Find Name

Search for your organization.
The list is updated every

Monday.

3

Screenshot

Take a clear screenshot
showing your organization's

name on the active list.

4

Upload

Upload the screenshot as a
PDF with your KY Gives Day
registration (or email later).

5

Missing?

If not listed, re-send your
documents to the AG's office

immediately.

KY AG List - What You Need To Do
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KY AG List - Screenshot



Deadline:

Monday, April 20, 2026
You must appear on the Kentucky Attorney General's charitable

organizations list by this date to participate.

 Annual Requirement 

This is an annual requirement. Even if
you were listed last year, you must verify
your status again.

 Check Mondays 

The list is updated every Monday. Check
back weekly to confirm you're listed.

 Need Help? 

Visit kygives.org FAQ for links or contact
Laura@kynonprofits.org at KNN for
assistance.
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KY AG List — Don't Miss the Deadline

mailto:Laura@kynonprofits.org


Your home base for managing your profile after registering

Track progress: Blue boxes mean incomplete, Green checkmarks mean complete

Goal: Turn everything green before April 28 - donations open May 1!

Returning organizations can copy last year's profile to save time

Add Your Story

Action Needed

Bank Info

Complete!

Reminder: Even if copying a profile, ALWAYS verify your bank account information is still correct! 
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Your Giving Day Dashboard
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Copying your profile from previous year
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Update Your Admins
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GiveGab profile VS Giving Day profile
GiveGab Profile Giving Day Profile



Upload a high-quality square logo so your brand is instantly recognizable to supporters.

Add your website URL to drive traffic and provide more information about your mission.

Select your top 3 causes to improve discoverability in search results.

Donors can search kygives.org by cause category
(e.g., "Animals," "Education"). This helps new donors
find you even if they haven't heard of your
organization yet!
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Profile Step 1: Basic Organization Info



Add a strong cover photo (compelling, visual, on-brand)

Set a clear fundraising goal (dollar amount) - OPTIONAL

Tell your impact narrative — WHY are you raising funds?

Use testimonials, beneficiary quotes, or leadership notes

Include photos or video to drive emotional connection

 First impressions matter! This is often a new donor's first
interaction with your organization. 
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Profile Step 2: Add Your Story



Complete state charitable solicitation attestation (confirm compliance)

Provide legal organization info & banking details for direct deposits

Designate an organization representative (must have admin access + bank oversight)

Note: You may be asked for last 4 digits or full SSN (normal/secure)

All completed through the secure Stripe portal (PCI Level 1 compliant)

 CRITICAL TIMELINE 

Verification can take up to 7 DAYS — start this early! Watch your email (and spam folder) for requests from our
process manager.
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Profile Step 3: Get Verified to Collect Donations ⚠️



Create specific suggested amounts tied to real
program costs

Helps donors visualize the concrete impact of their
gift

Specificity builds trust and credibility with new
donors

Donors can always enter a custom amount

Tip: Don't be afraid to use very specific numbers! They
make the impact feel real and tangible. 
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Profile Step 4: Add Donation Levels



Customize the automatic receipt email donors receive
immediately after giving.

This email serves as their official tax-deductible receipt
(includes EIN and donation amount).

It's the FIRST point of contact from your organization
after their gift—make it count!

Include a warm personal message, and add an image or
video to reinforce your impact.

Stewardship begins immediately—make donors feel
appreciated the moment they click "Give"!

Profile Step 5: Add a Thank You Message
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Recruit supporters to fundraise on YOUR behalf—they create personal fundraising pages
linked to your profile

All donations from their pages roll up automatically into your organization's total

Target Recruits: Board members, volunteers, alumni, staff, and passionate ambassadors

+$2,512
Last year - Average amount raised MORE by orgs using Peer-
to-Peer vs. those who don't

2 Prizes
Awarded by KNN to organizations with the most active Peer-
to-Peer fundraisers

Pro Tip: More training on peer-to-peer strategies is available on the Trainings page at kygives.org!

Profile Step 6: Peer-to-Peer Fundraisers (Optional)



Why it works: People give to people. A personal ask from a
friend is more powerful than any organizational email.

How to execute: Recruit supporters, equip them with
messaging/images, and celebrate their progress.

Set clear goals: Give fundraisers a personal target (e.g.,
"Raise $500" or "Get 10 donors").

Rally around milestones: Create friendly competition or
collective goals to keep momentum high.

+$3,200
Average Increase Raised on

Bonterra
Compared to organizations that did not use

peer-to-peer fundraising strategies.
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Strategy Deep Dive: Peer-to-Peer Fundraising
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WEBINAR
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Other Tools in Your Dashboard
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Other Tools in Your Dashboard



Maximize your reach once your profile is complete:

Use the "Share Your Page" link from your dashboard

Utilize Quick-Share buttons for Facebook and Twitter/X

Copy your direct link to share via email, Bluesky, LinkedIn, or text

Update your website's donate button to your kygives.org page (May 1–13)

Add your link to email signatures and board communications

Visibility Boost: KNN will be marketing statewide, but your
own direct outreach is key to driving donations to your specific
page.

Reminder: The more you share your direct link, the more
potential donors you reach. Don't be shy about posting
multiple times!
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Sharing Your Profile
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Other Tools in Your Dashboard



Cash or check gifts received outside of the kygives.org platform

Add them manually to your giving day dashboard to show your full community support

If someone gives via another online system during May 1–13, add as an offline donation

Encourage all donors to give online at kygives.org when possible

IMPORTANT: Offline gifts do NOT count toward leaderboards or prizes. Only online gifts made
at kygives.org on May 12 count for prizes.
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Offline Donations
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Other Tools in Your Dashboard

See all donations, 
access reports
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Other Tools in Your Dashboard



These are two of the most powerful tools available to you on KY Gives Day. Secure funds in
advance to motivate others!

 IMPACT: +$8,000 average boost for participating orgs

Matches

Dollar-for-Dollar: Every online gift is matched instantly until the
pool runs out.

Motivator: Creates urgency for donors to give "before it's gone."

Best For: Doubling impact and driving volume of gifts.

Example Messaging:

"Donate now! Your $50 gift becomes $100 thanks to our match sponsor!"

Challenges

Goal-Based Unlock: A lump sum is released only when a specific
goal is met.

Motivator: Rallies community around a shared milestone (e.g., 50
donors).

Best For: Hitting donor count targets or specific timeframes.

Example Messaging:

"Help us reach 50 donors by 5pm to unlock a $2,000 bonus gift!"

Coming Up Next:  How Matches Work  How Challenges Work

Matches & Challenges — Overview



Secure a pledge from a major donor BEFORE Giving Day (e.g., $2,000)

Every online gift on May 12 is matched dollar-for-dollar until the pledge runs out

Donor Gives

$10 +
Match Adds

$10 =
Total Raised

$20  "Your impact is doubled instantly!" 

Creates urgency and momentum: "Give now before the match runs out!"

Perfect for Email Blasts Great for Social Countdowns
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How Matches Work



 Challenge Concept: Unlock a lump sum when a goal is reached

Pledge secured pre-Giving Day (e.g., $2,000 from a major donor)

Unlock when a goal is met (e.g., "Reach 50 donors by 5 p.m.")

Messaging: "Be the donor who unlocks $2,000 for our cause!"

Great rally point for Peer-to-Peer fundraisers and board engagement

Tip: Plan time-bound mini-goals throughout May 12 to maintain momentum all day long (e.g., "Help us reach
25 donors before lunch!") 
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How Challenges Work
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WEBINAR
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www.kygives.org MENU
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www.kygives.org MENU



Communication Templates: Ready-to-use email copy, social media posts, and press releases.

Downloadable Graphics: Social media images, Zoom backgrounds, and logos.

Resources for All: Guides for board members, volunteers, and peer-to-peer fundraisers.

On-Demand Videos

Watch training sessions anytime at your own pace.

Live Webinars

Interactive sessions on strategy, matching, and more.

 All resources available year-round at kygives.org
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Nonprofit Toolkit + Training Resources



⭐⭐ Remember: Donations don’t happen automatically—successful
organizations actively promote their campaign and engage their supporters
leading up to AND throughout the day on May 12!

⭐⭐ Like any fundraising effort, you get out of KY Gives Day what you put into
it! 

Engage your staff and board teams to help you run a successful campaign,
communicate with your regular donors, & plan ways to reach new donors!
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Important Reminders



Leaderboard & Prizes #KYGives26

Only Online Gifts Made on May 12 Count!
Leaderboard placement and prizes are determined strictly by donations made on www.kygives.org on
May 12.

The Timeframe

 Donations must be made between
12:00 a.m. and 11:59 p.m. ET

 on Tuesday, May 12. 

The Location

 Gifts must be made online at
www.kygives.org

 to qualify for prizes. 



Golden Tickets: Random donor during time frame is selected; organization receiving their donation
receives a prize

Power Hours: Based on most unique donors during time frame; small and large nonprofit winners

Central KY Community Foundation Prizes: For organizations participating in their region
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Prize Details Coming Soon - stay tuned!

Peer-to-Peer Fundraising Prize: Organizations with the most active P2P fundraisers

Only Online Gifts Made on May 12 Count!
Leaderboard placement and prizes are determined strictly by donations made on www.kygives.org on
May 12.
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Prize Details Coming Soon - stay tuned!

BIG NEWS!! 
The prize pool has DOUBLED thanks to



New Sitewide Matches! #KYGives26

KY Gives Day’s FIRST-EVER sitewide matches! 

⭐⭐ $20,000 total 
1:1 matches 

throughout the day on May 12!
More details coming soon



Here is your action plan to prepare for May 12:

Register at kygives.org (if you haven't already) -
Deadline: April 22, 2026

Confirm you're on the KY Attorney General's list (Deadline:
April 20, 2026)

Complete all sections of your Giving Day profile &
View Your Profile to double-check

Finish bank account verification (allow up to 7 days!)

Update your website's donation link to your kygives.org
profile page (active May 1–13)

Watch for emails from KNN and GiveGab/Bonterra (check
spam folder too)

Plan your Peer-to-Peer fundraising strategy (recruit &
equip fundraisers)

Secure a Match or Challenge pledge from a major donor

Explore the Nonprofit Toolkit at kygives.org for templates &
graphics

Register for upcoming training webinars (or watch recordings)

Follow KY Gives Day on social media and use #KYGives26 in
all posts

Get your team on board and plan your campaign / strategy
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Your Next Steps — Checklist



Questions?
We're here to help!

General Qs about KY
Gives Day

Laura Whitaker 
KNN

laura@kynonprofits.org

Tech Support, Help
creating your profile,
using your dashboard

GiveGab / Bonterra 
Chat bubble on kygives.org 

customersuccess@givegab.com

kygives.org #KYGives26


